


Malaria Testing Algorithm – RMC
1) Rapid test code (in house)   LABRMAL

2) Perform a Malaria – Rapid Test (BinaxNOW Malaria)testing is done before the specimen can be sent to Mayo for confirmation.

                                                  Rapid Test Result

         NEGATIVE                                                                                         POSITIVE OR INVALID
    All positive results are critical values
 
                                                            
                                                             
       LIS automatically orders LABMAL                                              LIS automatically orders LABLMALP          (Mayo code=MAL=Rapid Malaria/Babesia Smear)     
      	 (Mayo code=LMALP=Malaria PCR with Percent Parasitemia Reflex) 
	MAL   Rapid Malaria/Babesia Smear

	Order for:
· Confirming the diagnosis
· Determining percentage of parasitemia
· When mixed infection with more than one Plasmodium species is suspected


	LMALP Malaria PCR with Parasitemia Reflex

	Order for:	
· Suspected cases with low parasite load
· Cases with poor morphology due to receipt of prior antimalarial therapy or prolonged sample exposure to EDTA
· Percent parasitemia is calculated using the thin blood film. Positive results by the LMALP automatically reflex to calculation of percent parasitemia


						

                                                                                                  
                                                                                                  Either test:
                            2 thick and 2 thin slides are made and sent to Mayo with the EDTA whole blood

If clinically indicated, and at the discretion of the ordering physician, negative tests may be repeated every 12-24 hours, for a total of 3 evaluations.                                                Once a positive screen is obtained, subsequent screens are not a test of treatment efficacy or test of cure, and will be cancelled.
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